Hickman Becker Bingham Ledesma LLP is Silicon
Valley’s premier intellectual property law firm.
We provide high-quality intellectual property
services for enterprises ranging from early-stage
ventures to Fortune 500 companies.
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The Hickman Becker difference
Our firm is set apart from other IP law firms by its breadth of experience coupled with technical
expertise in focused areas:

We are immersed in technology
Many on our team have advanced degrees in science or engineering and significant work experience
in computer industries. We receive updates and training on technological advances and delight in
learning about new IP solutions from inventors and other professionals.

We understand the unique culture of Silicon Valley
We have not just worked with Silicon Valley organizations, we have worked in them. Our people
have served in both young, fast-moving companies and large, established corporations. We have
business and counseling experience and we communicate equally well with C-level executives,
heads of legal department, and chief IP counsel.

Your unique ideas require proper protection
Protecting your technology means that quality and attention to detail are essential. If your patents
are not filed properly and on time, with careful shepherding through the examination process,
another company could infringe on your ideas and you may have no recourse. Patents are more
important than ever before and companies across all technical fields and geographic locations have
dramatically increased their patent application filings to protect market share and exclusivity.
Patent valuation has soared, and building and maintaining a portfolio is widely seen as a pillar
of market value. Your company deserves the best talent available to help build your intellectual
property (IP) portfolio.

Quality legal counsel is key

		

Our firm protects your company’s inventions and ideas with a group of attorneys who are experts in
IP law and experienced in working with clients at all stages of growth. We help identify protectable
ideas and provide the advocacy that is essential to securing patent protection for those ideas. Our
attentive approach to each case consistently delivers solutions that are intelligently planned,
smoothly executed, timely, and on budget.
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Analysis of IP landscape and identification of competitive IP advantage
Creation and fostering of innovation programs to identify protectable ideas that align with
business objectives
Strategic design for global IP portfolio growth
Patent application preparation and prosecution in the United States and internationally
Assessment of patents and technology to facilitate revenue generation or asset valuation
Risk evaluation and dispute resolution over contested administrative proceedings
Trademark search, clearance, and registration in the U.S. and worldwide
Copyright registration and counseling
IP acquisition, sale, licensing, and related transactions
Protection of electronic data and associated individual privacy

We are experienced in protecting unique ideas across a wide range of
technical disciplines
We successfully grow and assess IP portfolios for companies in numerous technical fields, including
database software, network equipment and network management software, consumer electronics,
Internet search and services, digital video recorders, multi-function printing and imaging, and
various consumer-facing services. We have established an enviable client base with loyal clients,
many of whom have worked with us for over twenty years.

We excel in taking patent applications to allowance under tough standards
We are accustomed to thinking from the perspective of the patent examiners at the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), which enables us to negotiate with examiners effectively.
We make extensive use of examiner interviews to resolve cases at the earliest possible stage. We
closely track all rule and policy changes and are conveniently located near the USPTO’s Silicon
Valley office.

We focus on IP—Protecting IP is what we do and all we do
Our people are involved full-time, every day, in identifying and protecting inventions, brand
names, trade secrets, and other IP, analyzing potential or strength of IP portfolios, supporting
enforcement efforts, and preparing and negotiating licenses and other IP-intensive transactions.

We cover every aspect of IP protection
We are regularly called upon to evaluate claims of patent, trademark, or copyright, determine
whether claims are meritorious, and determine a responsive strategy. We have strong international
knowledge and contacts around the world for protection of assets in key overseas markets. We
form strategic relationships for complete support in enforcement and licensing.

